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   Did you know there is a World  
Gratitude Day? It is to be  
celebrated on September 21st. The 
idea is to designate one day a year 
when the worldwide community 
would be encouraged to express  
gratitude for the good things in life. 
   Do you know that every Thursday 
is Thankful Thursday for listeners 
to KCIR 90.7 FM. The goal is to  
encourage listeners to enjoy the  
emotional and physical benefits that 
come with a thankful heart. 
   I’m sure you know that Thursday, 
November 24th is Thanksgiving 
Day. Don’t stress too much about 
those Thanksgiving calories. Why?  
Because according to one doctor, the 
many expressions of gratefulness 
around the table are good for our 
health. Every effort to be more  
grateful can help get rid of “toxic” 
feelings. Toxic feelings that come 
from all of the sad, frustrating,  
horrific, things going on in the world 
(It’s a good idea to limit one’s intake 
of 24-hour news channels). It’s been 
noted that anger and hostility can be 
harmful to both mind and body. 
   Max Lucado, pastor and  
inspirational author, lists some of the 

benefits of gratitude in his book,  
Anxious for Nothing: Finding Calm 
in a Chaotic World. He writes: 
“Grateful people tend to be more  
empathetic and forgiving of others. 
Grateful individuals demonstrate less 
envy, materialism, and self 
centeredness. Gratitude improves  
self-esteem and enhances  
relationships, quality of sleep, and 
longevity. If it came in pill form, 
gratitude would be deemed the  
miracle cure. It’s no wonder, then, 
that God’s anxiety therapy includes a 
large, delightful dollop of gratitude.” 
   These are awesome benefits! So 
it’s obvious that we should be a 
thankful person everyday, not just on 
Thankful Thursday or World  
Gratitude Day or Thanksgiving 
Day. No surprise that God’s Word 
through the apostle Paul instructs us 
to 24/7/365 thanksgiving. So we 
read: “...give thanks in all  
circumstances: for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you.”  
(1 Thessalonians 5:18). 
 
In Jesus’ love, 
Pastor John 
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Generous and loving God, please 
help us acknowledge the countless 
and wonderful ways You bless us. 



Thankful for the saints 
 
In our day of Thanksgiving one psalm let us offer 
for the saints who before us have found their 
reward. When the shadow of death fell upon 
them, we sorrowed, but now we rejoice that they 
rest in the Lord. … 
  
These stones that have echoed their praises are 
holy, and dear is the ground where their feet 
have once trod. Yet here they confessed they 
were strangers and pilgrims, and still they 
were seeking the city of God. 
 

—William H. Draper (1916) 

From scarcity to abundance 
 

   Author Parker Palmer recounted being stuck on a storm-
grounded airplane for hours. Though it was lunchtime, meals 
weren’t available, and passengers grew irritable. One flight 
attendant apologized for the delay, expressing empathy for 
people’s stress, and then passed around two breadbaskets, 
asking everyone to contribute something. 
   “Some of you brought snacks to tide you over, and some of 
you have a few LifeSavers or chewing gum,” she said. “And 
if you don’t have anything edible, you have a picture of your 
children or spouse … or a bookmark or a business card.” 
Then, she said, “we’ll pass the baskets around again, and 
everyone can take out what they need.” 
   Complaints soon ceased, Palmer recalled, as passengers 
searched for items and stopped focusing on themselves. The 
plane became a community of sharing as scarcity and  
deprivation transformed into abundance and joy. 

Living with God in a one-story house 
 

   We often think of the universe as a two-story house, notes  
Orthodox Christian priest Stephen Freeman. “We live here on 
earth, the first floor, where … everything operates according to 
normal, natural laws, while God lives in heaven, upstairs, and is 
largely removed from the story in which we live.” Most of the 
time we feel like we’re all alone on our level of the world. 
   But, Freeman adds, God is “everywhere present and filling all 
things.” Not that God’s kingdom has fully come; we know that’s 
not so. And not to discount the promise of eternity. But we don’t 
live apart from God, even now. As Jacob said, “Surely the Lord 
is in this place. … This is none other than the house of God”  
(Genesis 28:16-17). 
   How might our perceptions and behaviors change if we  
expected to run into God frequently, conversing and enjoying his 
company not only in prayer and worship but while working and 
relaxing? What a difference it makes when we live as  
roommates with God in a one-story world. 

—based on Hunting Magic Eels by Richard Beck 

The company you keep 
 
   At a concert, a Christian musician talked about 
growing up in the South, saying his accent was a 
giveaway. Then he described his relationship with 
Jesus, noting that he spends lots of time in God’s 
Word. By “hanging out with Jesus,” he said, he has 
“picked up Jesus’ accent.” Just as people know he’s 
from the South because of how his voice sounds, 
they know he follows Christ through his actions 
and words. 
   Proverbs 13:20 emphasizes that the company you 
keep can greatly influence you, for better or worse. 
Imagine the impact we can have on other people 
by hanging out with Jesus more! 
   Dear God, we invite you into our daily lives. 
Hang out in our hearts and minds so that when 
people see and hear us, they’ll know whose we 
are. Amen. —Julie Lee 

give thanks in all circumstances;  
for this is the will of God  
in Christ Jesus for you.  

 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 



ADVENT  

DEVOTIONALS 
 
 

Advent materials have been ordered and are 
available for the taking. Check out the new 
selection of Advent Devotionals, Calendars 
and other items located on the back railing of 
the Sanctuary. We hope you will take time to 
read and meditate on Advent during the 
Christmas Season.  

FOR SALE… 
 

The Session  purchased an Echo Show 5, (2nd Generation-
2021 Release), Smart Display with Alexa and 2mp camera 
with the goal of hooking it up to the security cameras at 
the church.  Unfortunately, it is not compatible with the 
cameras and we need to purchase a different device. 
If you are interested in buying the Echo, please contact 
Dan or Erika Wittman. The original purchase price was 
$49.99 + $12.99 for a warranty. We are asking $50.00. 
Thank you.  

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 

The deadline for packed shoeboxes is Nov. 
11th. Please leave your packed shoeboxes in 
Fellowship Hall. National Collection week is 
Nov. 14—21, 2022. Thank you for supporting 
this important ministry. Any questions, please  
contact Gary Hollinger. 

Pray ... with Thanksgiving  
By Dr. Ralph F. Wilson 

I've heard a lot of droopy prayers in my life. Hey, I've prayed a lot of them, too. 
 

•   Prayers of desperation -- God, you've got to help me! 
•   Prayers of self-pity -- God, things are so awful! 
•   Prayers of resignation -- God, if you want to leave me unemployed, then I can't stop you! 

 
But I'm learning how to pray a different kind of prayer -- prayers said with thanksgiving. I learned it from St. 
Paul who, writing from prison, taught me a most powerful lesson. He said, 
 

"Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,  
present your requests to God." Philippians 4:6 (NIV) 
 

Strange. Here he is suffering himself, yet he's telling me to pray with thanksgiving. 
 
Thanksgiving is the seasoning that makes our prayers edible to God. After all, who wants to hear people 
whine all the time? I've learned that you can't whine and give thanks in the same breath. Self-pity and  
thankfulness don't mix any better than oil and water. 
 
In fact, mixing thanks with prayer somehow changes it. When we remember what God has done for us in the 
past and think about who he is in the present -- and express that in thankfulness -- our prayers become more 
gentle, more trusting somehow. Thankful prayers are offered with faith. And faith is an essential ingredient for 
prayers that God chooses to answer. 
 
We remember the Pilgrims on Thanksgiving Day, not so much for their turkey dinner, but for the sheer faith 
that inspired them to give thanks in a year that saw nearly half their number die of sickness. Yet they prayed 
with thanksgiving. 
 
When your annual day of feasting is over, you may bemoan your extra helpings of dressing, mashed potatoes, 
and pumpkin pie. But if you can hang on to the "thanks" part of Thanksgiving, you'll be a different person.  
Because when you learn to talk to God about your needs -- mixed with a healthy dose of heartfelt thanks -- 
then you have crossed the divide from whining at God to real prayer. 
 
Happy thanks-giving! 
 



November Scripture Lessons  
from the Lectionary 

November 06 [Communion Sunday] 
Hag. 1:15b-2:9; Ps. 145:1-5, 17-21 or Ps. 98; 
2 Thess. 2:1-5, 13-17; Luke 20:27-38 
 

November 13  
Isa. 65:17-25 and Isa. 12; Isa. 98; 
2 Thess. 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19 
 

November 20  
Jer. 23:1-6; Ps. 46; 
Col. 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43 
 

November 27 [1st Sunday of Advent] 
Isa. 2:1-5; Ps. 122; 
Rom. 13:11-14; Matt. 24:36-44 

 

Committees & Chairpersons 
 

 

BUILDING & GROUNDS 
   Paul Pugh 
 

FELLOWSHIP 
 Brent Germann 
 

FINANCE 
 Carleen Clayville 
 

MISSIONS & EVANELISM  
 Dan Wittman 
 

PERSONNEL & NOMINATING 
 Jerry Vegwert 
 

WORSHIP & CHRISTIAN ED 
 Erika Wittman 
 

DEACONS 
   Darla Holl, Linda Smith,  
   Julie Germann, Tyson  
   Germann, Gary Hollinger,  
   and Susan McGee 

September 
 

Tithes $5,586.00 
Expenses $6,684.15 

 
 

YTD Totals: 
Tithes $73,370.00 

Expenses $57,547.31 
 

2022 Year to Date            
Tithes and Expenses 

Daylight saving time ends  
November 6th, remember 

to change your clocks. 

 

03 Russell Morgan 
04 Bob Bay 
06 Paul Daniel Pugh 
12 Cathy Clayville Parr 
15 Earl & Carleen Clayville 
30 Susan McGee 
 

God bless your special day! 
 

 

 

We will once again be selling poinsettias. Order forms will 
be available Nov. 27—Dec. 18.  Please have your order 
form and money in by Dec. 18th.  The price for poinsettias 
is $10.00. We will use the poinsettias to decorate the  
sanctuary during the Christmas Season. You can take your 
poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve Service on  
December 24th. 

Join us November 27th as 
we decorate our beautiful 
sanctuary for the Christmas 
Season. Please plan to stay 
after worship and help—
many hands make light 
work! 

“I can’t be a Christian on my own,  
I need a community. I need the 

church.”—Rachel Held Evans 
Be thinking about how 

you will share your time, 
talents & resources in 

the coming year. Thank 
you for your continued 

support! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 

2 3 4 
Covenant Funds 
Investment Review  

5 

6 
Daylight saving time ends 
 

9:30 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Worship,  
Communion Sunday 
 

Stewardship  
Commitment 

 

Potato & Pie Bar after 
worship 

7 8 
8am—8pm 
Election Day  
*we are a polling place 

9 
7:00 pm  
Session  

10 
1:30 pm  
Mt. Harrison Quilt 
Guild 

11 
Deadline for 

packed shoeboxes  

12 

13 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Worship 
 

Stewardship  
Dedication 

14 15 16 17 18 19 

 

20 
9:30 am Sunday 
School 
10:45 am Worship 

21 22 23 24 
 
 
 

Office Closed 
 

25 26 

27 
 

1st Sunday of  
Advent 

 

9:30 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Worship 

 

Poinsettias on sale now thru 
 Dec. 18 
 

Hanging of the Greens after 
worship 

28 29 
 

30    

 

 

NOVEMBER SERVERS ~ THANK YOU! 
 

Head Usher: Brent Germann Family Head Greeter: Gary Hollinger 
 

Liturgist: 11/6 Dan S., 11/13 Dottie. 11/20 Gary, 11/27 Dan S. 
 

Coffee Hour: 11/6 Fellowship, 11/13 _____, 11/20 _____, 11/27 _____ 
 

Thanks for Serving ~ We Appreciate You! 
 
 

          Operation Christmas Child National Collection Week Nov. 14—21 

A good contagion 
 

   Thanksgiving is key in Christian prayer, but often our requests outweigh our thanks. By contrast, 85% of  
prayers in the Jewish prayerbook are blessings of thanks, according to Rabbi Evan Moffic. Noting that the  
Hebrew word for a Jewish person — Yehudah — means “one who is grateful,” he states, “Gratitude is at the core 
of how Jews pray.” 
   Someone once asked Moffic if he might know about a blessing he’d overheard at a restaurant. After a man 
proposed to his girlfriend and she said yes, he walked quietly to a corner, put on a yarmulke (a sacred Jewish 
head covering worn in prayer) and spoke a blessing. His fiancé teared up. The rabbi said the prayer was surely 
this: “Blessed are you, O God, sovereign of the universe, for giving us life, for sustaining us and for enabling us 
to reach this joy-filled moment.” 
   Why was this person so interested? “I am planning to propose to my girlfriend,” he shared with Moffic, “and I 
want to say this prayer with her.” 
   Unbeknown to the newly engaged pair, their gratitude transformed another couple’s life. When we give thanks 
to God, not only is our faith strengthened but our thanksgiving may inspire others. Gratitude is contagious! 

—Heidi Hyland Mann 



Our Burley Presbyterian Women have scheduled the following plans:   
 
Start making noodles, on Monday, October 31, planning on 3 noodle making days, on the following 
Wednesday, and Friday, with 3 packing days on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday. Our goal is to use 
300 # of flour, and 100 dozen eggs. We are hoping to make about 325 bags of noodles this year.  
Unfortunately, the price of flour is up, and the price of eggs have gone sky high, so our price per bag 
will have to reflect that, but we will be very thankful for those of you who come and help us!  We also 
appreciate the ones who don’t belong to our church who come and help! 
 
The current plan is to sell the noodles (date to be announced) by stopping in and 
picking your noodles up.  The times will be 10-2pm at the church, otherwise by 
appointment. We will also be asking for some baked food to sell, as well, mainly 
cookies, rolls, breads, etc.   
 
• Harvest Luncheon and bazaar will not be held this year.   
• Our Annual Christmas Brunch and cookie swap will be 

held in December. Please add this date to your calendar 
as soon as it’s available and remember to bring 2 dozen of 
your favorite cookies to swap!   

 
Please mark your calendars and plan on participating on 
these calendar dates! 
 
Thank you, 
Carleen Clayville, Moderator 
Presbyterian Women of Burley 

Presbyterian Women 
 in the News 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS— 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

 

DECEMBER 
04: 2nd Sunday of Advent 
09: Deadline for wrapped Angel Tree gifts 
11: 3rd Sunday of Advent 
11: Christmas Program during worship—TBA  
11: Church Christmas Party/Buffet after worship 
14: Session 7:00 pm 
16: Distribute Angel Tree gifts 
17: PW Christmas Brunch & Cookie Swap 10:00 am 
18: 4th Sunday of Advent 
18: Deadline to order poinsettias  
18: Christmas Caroling 3:00 pm—TBA  
24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 7:00 pm 
25: Christmas Day—Merry Christmas! 
27: Office Closed in Observance of Christmas Day 
31: New Year’s Eve 
JANUARY 
01: New Year’s Day—Happy New year! 
03: Office Closed in Observance of New Years Day 
08: Annual Budget Meeting—TBA 
15: Annual Reports Due 
30: Annual Congregational Meeting—TBA 

“Thankfulness is a soil in which pride does 
not easily grow.”—Michael Ramsey 



 

FELLOWSHIP REPORT 
 

Nov. 6th - Potato and Pie Bar after 
Worship. Please join us for great food 
and fellowship. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Terrie Shockey 

Committee Reports 

FINANCE REPORT  
 

Notes from your Finance Team November, 2022 
As you may know, we are into our Annual Stewardship 
Campaign.  I recently came across this article - insight 
into giving and thought I’d share it with you. 
      
      The command to give a tithe (one-tenth) of one’s  
income to God was central in ancient Israel (Lev. 27:30; 
Deut. 12:5; 2 Chron. 31: 4-5 ).  In Israel’s God -ruled 
government, the tithe helped to provide for the Levitical 
Tribe, which offered sacrifices to the Lord and assisted in 
temple work (Num. 18-21), as well as provide for the 
poor.  Today’s passage gives us stirring warning about 
the neglect of giving to God, calling it robbery  
(Mal. 3;8-9). 
     When Christ came, He fulfilled the demands of the 
Mosaic law (see Gal. 3:10-13), and there is no longer a 
required tithe, instead, believers are encouraged to  
regularly give to the Lord in proportion to their income 
and with an attitude of generosity (1 Cor. 16:10-13; 2 
Cor. 9:6-7).  Giving is an act of worship and generous 
giving can show our confidence in the God of grace.   
     In what ways can you worship God this week through 
your generosity?  
 

Yours in Christ 
The Finance Team 

“When it comes to life, the critical thing 
is whether you take things for granted or 

take them with gratitude.” 
 —G.K. Chesterton 

A challenging word 
 

Do you not know that God entrusted you with that money — 
all above what buys necessities for your families — to feed 
the hungry, to clothe the naked, to help the stranger, the 
widow, the fatherless; and, indeed, as far as it will go, to  
relieve the wants of all mankind? How can you, how dare 
you, defraud the Lord, by applying it to any other purpose? 
 

—from a sermon by John Wesley 



First Presbyterian Church                 
2100 Burton Avenue                                        
Burley ID  83318 
 
Visit us on the web at: 
www.burleypres.org 

   
                                                                                    
 

The Presbyterian Messenger and  
The Lord’s Day Bulletin are published by 

The First Presbyterian Church of Burley, Idaho. 
Please submit your Newsletter items by the  

15th of the month and Bulletin items by Wednesday. 
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Prayers: If you know of someone who is in need of prayers, please contact 
the church office. 
 

Prayer Chain: If you have an emergency prayer request, or would like to 
join the prayer chain, please contact Susan McGee at 208-312-3864 

 November 
2022 

I will give thanks to you, LORD,  
with all my heart; I will tell of all your  

wonderful deeds. 
Psalm 9:1 

PASTOR: 
Rev. John L. Ziulkowski 
 

Pastor’s office hours:   
Wednesdays 9:00am—1:00pm 
   (also available by appointment) 
 

Pastor’s Email: lrzski@yahoo.com 
Pastor’s cell phone: 208-430-5359 
 
Office Administrator: Barbra Moore  
     Office Hours T—F 9am—2pm 
     Office phone: 678-5131 
     Office email: burleypc@pmt.org  
 
Clerk of Session: Kathy Poulton  
Director of Music: Paul Pugh 
Pianist: Susan McGee  
Nursery Attendant: Bonnie Stanley 
Custodian: Linda Culley 
Prayer Chain: Susan McGee 208-312-3864 

Service Times:                                                         
Sunday School 9:30 am                                             
Worship 10:45 am 

We offer up prayers for . . .  
 
 

 

• God answering prayers, big and small! Good is good—all the time! 
• All who are fighting cancer and those recovering from various illnesses and injuries 
• Prayers of thanksgiving for God’s Son—his indescribable gift (2 Cor. 9:15). 
• Prayers of support and encouragement for all our shut-ins and those in care centers 
• All who have lost loved ones 
• The poor, lonely, abused, or struggling with addiction 
• All who have lost jobs 
• Those facing financial uncertainties  
• Wisdom for those making difficult decisions 
• Our church leaders 
• Our military  
• Our government leaders 
• Our partnership ministries: Crossroads Harbor Domestic Violence Shelter, Helping 

Hands Christian Center, Operation Christmas Child and Angel Tree Ministry 


